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THE CANARY
A HUGE THANK YOU TO: CAYLEY-SUE, JASMINE, ISABEL, ERIC,
BOBBY, WILL, SOPHIE, ISLA, JAYA, FREYA, NIAMH, AND GRACE
FOR YOUR COMMITMENT, EFFORT AND ENDLESS SUPPORT.
IT DOESN'T GO UNNOTICED AND YOU HAVE ALL DONE AN
AMAZING JOB; YOU SHOULD BE SO PROUD OF WHAT YOU
HAVE PRODUCED IN SIX WEEKS!
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STWA SNAPSHOT

.

Our book vending machine is now
open for business after being kindly
opened by Olivia Jones!

Year 10 students attended the Speak Out
Challenge. It was amazing to watch how
much your confidence grew!

Our KS3 Exceed cohort have been hard at
work learning new skills from Andy and
Miss Owen for our new garden!

Thrive truly is thriving this half term as
students attended Breakfast Club and got
cosy with a good book!
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STWA SNAPSHOT

.

"...and I will walk 500 miles": Exceed
walked a staggering 10 miles to raise
money for the Ukraine Appeal.

Our fabulous School Nurses ran a
workshop on the benefits of sleep and tips
on how to get a good night's rest! Sleep is
so important!

Fantastic baking skills demonstrated
from a Year 10 Food class. Some cracking
cheesecakes!

100% investment from Year 11 Art who
turned up on a Saturday! Yes, you read
that right: a Saturday!
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STWA SNAPSHOT

.

The attendance trip was hosted at Flip
Out in Doncaster. Everyone had a
fantastic evening, as you can tell from Mr
Smith's face!

STWA hosted a Ready-Steady-Cook
Golden Ticket event. We even had a visit
from a Michelin-star chef! The meals were
delicious, well done!

STEM club continued to be a great
success as students made catapults!
There were some amazing inventions!

Year 11 took part in mock interviews with
employers to build their skill set. The
visitors were amazed by your investment.
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WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
This month commemorates Women’s History
Month which encourages the study, observance
and
celebration
of
amazing
women
internationally. This year in particular, we are
celebrating the selfless work of caregivers and
frontline workers who worked tirelessly over the
duration of the pandemic, but we are also
recognising the endless number of ways in
which women of all shapes, sizes, nationalities,
sexual orientations and religions have provided
both healing and hope throughout history.
As Maya Angelou once said: “there is no
greater agony than bearing an untold story
inside you”, so today we will share the story of
four phenomenal women.

Mother Teresa , as the name suggests,
was a maternal, selfless and truly
inspirational woman who spent 87
years of her life devoting it to others .
During her lifetime, she spent her time
caring for the sick and poor in Calcutta .
Born in 1910 , Mother Teresa was the
founder of The Missionaries of Charity
which focused primarily on looking after
abandoned babies and supported the
poorest of the poor, Mother Teresa said
that
although
the
people
she
encountered unfortunately often “lived
like animals”, it was her aim that they
died “like angels”. In 1979 , she won the
Nobel Peace Prize and after her death,
she became a catholic saint , hence the
title Mother Teresa.

A woman who provided a great deal of
hope during a difficult time is Vera
Lynn. Born in 1917, Lynn became the
nation's sweetheart during World War 2,
with her angelic voice becoming a
comfort for soldiers across the globe.
'We'll Meet Again', one of her most wellknown songs hit the charts recently in
2020 and gave comfort to individuals
who were struggling to manage being
apart from their loved ones. Her voice
echoed from radios once more.

As the woman who founded modern
nursing, Florence Nightingale is truly a
selfless individual who is most wellknown for the persona of ‘The Lady with
the Lamp’ due to her dedication to
caring for the wounded soldiers. In
addition to this, she was a versatile
writer and much of her work concerned
spreading her medical knowledge with
others. Her work was written in simple
English to ensure that her work could
be easily understood by those with poor
reading skills.
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WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

You may know Meghan Markle as a member of the British Royal family, however she
has many years of experience campaigning for women’s rights . Markle, who was born
in 1981, was born and raised in California, is also an incredibly successful actress who
featured on hit programme ‘Suits’. However, this success did not simply happen
overnight, nor was she born into it . Everything we know and admire her for
happened during her 30s. A survey was recently conducted which named Meghan "the
country’s most inspirational woman " closely followed by Greta Thunberg. Before she
met Prince Harry, all the way back in 2015, she spoke for UN Women and said ‘Women
make up for more than half of the world’s population and potential, so it is neither just
nor practical for their voices to go unheard at the highest levels of decision-making.
Women need a seat at the table, they need an invitation to be seated there and,
in some cases, where this is not available, well then, you know what? They need
to make their own table ”, This is a fantastic message to share with women across the
world.

By Miss Wilson
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LGBTQ+
It is not uncommon to see rainbows everywhere.
It is a proclamation that love truly is love,
regardless of your gender, sexual identity, or
preferences. LGBTQ+, which stands for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer (or questioning)
and the plus signifies other sexual identities
including pansexual and two-spirit. The early
initiatives for people who identify as gay focused
largely upon gay men. So, in order to draw
attention to issues specifically gay women,
lesbian is often listed first.

LGBTQ+ Celebrities
Miley Cyrus
Pansexual: Attraction to
people regardless of gender. A
lot of times Pansexual and
Bisexual are used
interchangeably

Caitlyn Jenner
Asexual: Someone who
identifies as a member of the
asexual community experiences
little or no sexual attraction to
others of any gender

Neil Patrick Harris
Gay: A term that describes
people who experience sexual,
romantic, or emotional
attraction to people of the same
or a similar gender

Demi Lovato
Inspiring LGBTQ+ Individuals

On February 23, 2014, Jason Collins became the first
openly gay athlete to play in a game in the United
States’ four major professional leagues. In May 2013,
Collins revealed he is gay in a first-person essay in
Sports Illustrated. “I'm a 34-year-old NBA center. I'm
Black. And I'm gay," he wrote. "I didn't set out to be
the first openly gay athlete playing in a major
American team sport. But since I am, I'm happy to
start the conversation.”
Audre Lorde described herself as a 'black lesbian
mother warrior poet'. Her work covered everything
from civil rights and sexuality to her own battle with
breast cancer. From 1991 until her death a year later,
Lorde was the New York State Poet Laureate. In 2001,
the Audre Lorde Award was launched to honour
works of lesbian poetry

Non-Binary: Non-binary is an
umbrella term for people
whose gender identity doesn't
sit comfortably with 'man' or
'woman'

Ellen DeGeneres
Lesbian: A woman or femaleidentified person who
experiences sexual, romantic,
or emotional attraction to
people of the same or a similar
gender

Tessa Thompson
Bisexual: Sexual attraction
to your gender and other
genders
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MENTAL HEALTH
Currently, mental health is a huge issue for
young people in the United Kingdom. Many
people are suffering in silence with illnesses
such as depression, obsessive compulsive
disorder, post traumatic stress disorder and
anxiety to name just a few.

A good way to help with mental illnesses is doing
things you enjoy - this could be dance, art or
writing.
Around 20% of young people experience mental
health illnesses. Too many of these people try and
hide their problems but often, this can make them
worse. If you do experience any mental health
condition or just feel like you need a little bit of
support, please ensure you inform someone you
trust as letting out your problems can massively
help.
Many celebrities have experienced mental health
illnesses such as Demi Lovato (Bipolar Disorder),
Leonardo DiCaprio (Obsessive Compulsive Disorder)
and Lady Gaga (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder).
You are not alone and it is nothing to be ashamed of.
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LET'S TALK ABOUT SEND
Each edition, we look at a different Special Educational Need or Disability to raise
awareness and educate you to become more considerate, knowledgeable and
accepting individuals. This edition, we are looking at Tourette's Syndrone!
What is Tourette’s Syndrome?
Tourette’s is a neurological condition which is
usually developed between the ages of three
and nine. Only 0.6% of the population suffers
with Tourette's Syndrome, but only 0.3% have
received a diagnosis. The cause of Tourette’s is
still unknown despite it being discovered in 1885.
There is a 10/15% chance of developing
Tourette's without the gene, but you may not
even have tics, even though you can have the
gene. And no, Tourette's is not contagious.

Treatment and Managing Tics
If you are struggling with tics, you can receive
behavioural therapy. This includes reversal
training and exposure with response prevention.
Also, you can be prescribed anti-psychotics
which modify the amount of dopamine going to
the brain. On the other hand, there are some
ways to manage tics from home such as:
listening to music, reading, playing a video
game, chewing gum, doing a hobby you enjoy or
try to concentrate on something.

Motor Tics VS Vocal Tics
All tics are involuntary sounds or movements
which some people experience. Motor tics are
physical and can be: head bobbing, winking and
shivering. On the other hand, vocal tics are, as
the name suggests, vocal and can include:
animal sounds, whistling, random or unusual
phrases or swearing.

How You Can Help
If you were to see someone having tics, ask them
if they are okay and if they need anything. Make
sure not to ask them too many questions about
their tics as this may make them worse. Don't
make jokes out of someone with tics unless they
have said it is okay. Always remember that every
person has feelings, and if you find their tics
funny, cute, annoying etc. you don't need to tell
them or anyone else.

What is Chronic Tic Disorder?
Chronic Tic Disorder is where a person suffers
with vocal or motor tics, not both. The disorder is
more common than Tourette's Syndrome as it
affects around 1 in 100 children. Also, both
Chronic Tic Disorder and Tourette's are more
common in males than females. Typically, this
disorder resolves within 4-6 years, however, this is
not always the case. It can be treated to help
manage the tics, but not completely abolish
them.

Did you know?...

Billie Eilish and David Beckham both
have Tourette's Syndrome!

By Emilea Murray, Year 9
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POPULAR MEDIA
One Of Us Is Lying by Karen M. McManus
This book is about five students who were given a detention. A jock, a nerd,
a princess, a criminal and the owner of a gossip blog. When the gossip blog
owner is poisoned, they all become suspects. It turns out he was planning
on leaking all of their deepest, darkest secrets. The jock is cheating on his
girlfriend, as well as the princess. The criminal is continuing to engage in
illegal activity and the nerd cheated on her science test! They all try and
help the police before the secrets get leaked.
Will they do it on time?
I would give this book five stars!

If Netflix is more your thing, they have recently released a series following
the narrative of the original book, which is also amazing! I would highly
recommend!

By Isla Goodwin,
Year 8

Percy Jackson and The Lightening Thief
Book
Percy Jackson is a book series about a young boy trying to figure out who he
really is. Percy Jackson, who is the main character, has just been told his dad is
Poseidon (God of Sea/Water) meaning he is a demi-god. For Percy, this was a
big deal as for as long as he can remember he has lived with his Mum. Percy
knew nothing about his Dad and to be told he is a demi-god must be a big
deal!
Demi-gods all around the world have to be sent to a special camp called Camp
Half-Blood. Camp Half-Blood has a magical barrier around it to keep the
creatures trying to kill them away. Hades (God of the Underworld) sends
monsters to kill demi-gods and it is the gods' responsibility to make sure they
don't.

Film

Percy Jackson is one of the most iconic fantasy films you could ever watch. It is
filled with action, suspense, romance and mystery. Percy (the main character) finds
out his Dad did not just disppear at sea but left due to his godly ways. Yes. The
Greek Gods of Olympus are alive and kicking. Percy then ventures to Camp HalfBlood, a place where all demi-gods can live and not get attacked by blood-sucking
monsters. The person who played Annebeth Chase (Athena's daughter, Goddess of
wisdom) is an amazing actress. I highly recommend watching Percy Jackson and
the Lightening Thief and Percy Jackson Sea of Monsters.

By Jaya Teale, Year 7 and Cayley-Sue Day, Year 8
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POPULAR MEDIA
Stranger Things: Chapter Four - The Body
In this episode of Stranger Things, the police have just finished finding a
missing boy named Will Byers. The boy's mother Joyce refuses to believe
that her son has passed away and she tries to talk to him through the light
by writing the alphabet on the wall. He then shows the words 'right here'
and 'run' to his mother.
Out of nowhere, a creature comes out of the wall and starts to chase Will's
mother out of her house. When she finally decides to return to the house,
she gets an axe and begins to break down the wall. She then hears a car
thinking it's her oldest son, however it is her ex-husband Lennie.
Will Will Byers get justice? Will his Mother manage to communicate with
him to find out the truth?!
Available on Netflix!

By Jasmine
Swinbourne, Year 8

We Recommend...
Lucifer
Lucifer is a TV programme about the devil coming to earth for a 'vacation'. The
show is set in Los Angeles and the protagonist is the devil, a man who literally
goes by his God-given name, Lucifer Morningstar.
The pilot episode introduces Lucifer and his nightclub. Also introduced is a
bartender and Lucifer's 'perfect' brother. The co-star (Chloe Decker) and Lucifer
quickly become acquainted, Lucifer, as the devil he is quickly gets arrested, but
uses his devilish charm to get out of it with little to no consequences.
Overall, I think this programme is brilliant for people who are interested in
angels and demons. There is the odd gory scene so beware!

Midnight Mass
If you didn’t know what Midnight Mass is, it is an
amazing TV show about an old island that few people
live on. Sin Cities have become increasingly more
popular, and people of the village have raised money for
their vicar to visit there on a pilgrimage to walk the path
of Jesus. However, the vicar gets lost and ends up in a
desert. Just when he believes that all hope was lost, he
finds an old cave. The vicar draws a match, but it quickly
goes out.

By William Simmons, Year 9 and Isabel Richardson, Year 8
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WORLD BOOK DAY
Our World Book Day festivities even made it to
Doncaster
Free
Press
(Available
here:
https://www.doncasterfreepress.co.uk/education/d
oncaster-academy-unveils-its-new-vendingmachine-as-part-of-world-book-day-3597398).

A huge well done to every student who
completed their booklets; the investment was
absolutely amazing!

World Book Day, which was celebrated on
Thursday 3rd March, marked an incredibly
special day at Sir Thomas Wharton Academy.
Not only did it provide us with an opportunity
to celebrate reading school-wide, but also saw
the opening of our new vending machine - and
no, it doesn't vend your typical sweets!

You may have noticed a visible presence in the
atrium (besides Mr Benson and Mr McDonald!) as
the new book vending machine takes centrestage, alongside a comfortable chair and rug
making the area particularly cosy. The vending
machine was proudly opened by a very special
guest and a selection of our students.

"We believe that reading is not only the
key to success, but reading opens doors
and leads students to live fulfilling lives.
We hope that by promoting reading,
students will continue to love books"
Mrs Stuart

Every student was provided with the opportunity
to complete a 'Bingo Booklet' to win a wide range
of prizes including a token to use to collect a book
from the vending machine. Some students also
got to see their work decorating Waterstones
located in Doncaster Frenchgate!
As you can see from the picture, students got
stuck in and became really competitive!
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WORLD BOOK DAY
An interview with...

Olivia Jones
Q: What is your favourite book
that has been turned into a
film?
A: Eat, Pray, Love.

World Book Day celebrations continued
elsewhere in the school on Friday as we
welcomed an incredibly special guest.

Olivia Jones, founder of Black Lives Matter
Doncaster and current editor of Doncapolitan
joined us to present a workshop with selected
Year 9 students in the library.

Q: What is your favourite book?
A: The Princess Bride by William
Goldman.

As the day progressed, Olivia was provided with
the difficult decision of deciding who would win
our 'Bingo Booklet' competitions, as well as
unveiling our wonderful book vending machine.
As conversations regarding careers continue
around school, specifically for Year 11, Olivia was
also asked to discuss her route into journalism.

Q: What inspired you?
A: I want to show my views to
the world and I want to prove
that I really do care.

A huge thank you to Miss Carter
and Mrs Stuart for organising the
amazing events which happened
over the duration of two jampacked days!
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WHAT RINGS YOUR BELL?
Wherever you go in the country you will hear
the ding-dong of bells calling you to worship.
Some may say the sound of church bells is
deeply rooted in British culture and almost
everyone lives within hearing range of bells.
Bell ringing has been around for centuries
calling people in to worship and it will
continue for centuries to come.
The earliest evidence of bells dates all the way
back to the 3rd millennium before Christ in
China. Clapper-bells were made from pottery
and have been found in many sites across the
world. The pottery bells were then developed
into metal bells.
Bell ringing however did not begin until much
later in 1700 in Oxford. Oxford was at the heart
of church bell ringing due to its high number
of churches during the 17th century in
comparison to elsewhere in the country.
Church bell ringing is for everyone, even if you
are not religious, you can still ring the bells for
fun!
The ringers (those who ring the bells) are very
talented as they ring the bells in a harmonic
pattern, which is called a method. They make
the bells sound harmonic because it is
pleasant to listen to.

Of course, bell ringing isn't easy: it takes a lot of
challenging work, and it takes a long time to
learn to ring. It can take even longer to master
and can be difficult.
You can learn to ring at most towers all over the
country. You must ensure that you put in the
effort to enjoy the rewards of bell ringing. Who
knows? You could be as good as the infamous
Birmingham band!

Doncaster Minister has a peal of eight bells,
weighing a massive 5.5 tons in total. The
heaviest bell, named the tenor, weighs 1.5
tones alone! The bells were refurbished and
recast just before the Second World War. The
Minister is a great place to learn how to play
and you can find out more information at
doncasterringers.co.uk!

By Isaac Bleything, Year 9
SUMMER TERM I ISSUE 01
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ALLOTMENT
When we saw our allotment for the first
time, we (me and my family) thought, “Yes!
We finally got one!”, but then, our thoughts
quickly changed. We realised we had so
much work to do to make it look amazing!

The first thing we began to do was tidy up most
of the rubbish from the growing space and the
floor. It was covered with weeds, tools and dirt!
After that, we dug a small hole and threw all the
rubbish into it so that it was out of our way.
Cleaning the brambles was the next big job. If
you have ever been challenged with the task of
moving brambles, you will know it is not for the
fainthearted. We got prickled. A lot. However, we
soldiered on. Once we had finished that huge
task, it was now time to plan, even though we
had no idea where anything was going to go!
Moving wood was the next job, it was plastered
with weeds and finally, we yelled, “this is finally
coming together!”, until we found the
unforgiving creatures...

We progressed with building, we were given loads
of chickens, so we took them to the allotment and
welcomed them to their new home. They found
so many worms and were going crazy! We
decided to treat them further by allowing them to
have a feast on all the weeds. We needed rid of
them anyway, so they did us a huge favour! As our
allotment was going well, we decided to add to
our animal family! We got five typical ducks, some
Khaki Campbell ducks, and two geese called
Henry and Margo. When they finally gave us some
eggs, we decided to hatch them, and we had a
swarm of ducklings.
Once our allotment was complete, we got another
one and the journey began again!

Rats, of course! We discovered a rats' nest, which
meant what seemed like hundreds of babies
running everywhere. Our neighbour, Kenneth,
was incredibly brave and was able to sort that
for us. Building our first animal run was our next
task; this was great fun. After we had finished
the animal run and were sure it was perfect, we
made the decision to buy our first ever ducks,
which we named Daisy, Quacker, Jack and Ruby.
As I'm sure you already know, ducks love water,
so we began to dig them a huge pond – they
loved it!

By Brandyn Capps, Year 7
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CAREERS CORNER
A warm welcome to Careers Corner—the one-stop bulletin to update members of our community at Sir Thomas
Wharton Academy about all things Careers.

Benchmark 2: Learning from career and labour
.
market information:
“Every pupil and their parents, should have access to good-quality
information about future study options and labour market opportunities.
They will need the support of an informed adviser to make the best use of
available information”.
At Sir Thomas Wharton Academy students learn about LMI in several ways:
• All students have an account on Start, which allows independent research
opportunities to explore LMI
• Every subject area has their own display board giving information about
careers, opportunities and the
relevance of the subject to the world of work
• Events and activities such as post-16 experience days, careers assemblies and
tutor sessions and employer encounters give students the opportunity to
interact and ask questions.
These opportunities ensure our students are fully informed about growth and
declining sectors and how they will contribute to their community with their
life choices.
More information can be found at:
Sir Thomas Wharton Academy - Careers Audits (stwcc.co.uk)
https://www.youthemployment.org.uk/what-is-lmi-how-can-it-help-youngpeople-and-how-do-you-use-it/

Gatsby Benchmarks

Events This Half Term

Brilliant Club - Our 12 students have now
completed the seminars on ‘the meaning of
life’ and some great debates have taken place,
they are now working on their final thesis for
first assessment.
Year 11 continue with 1:1 Careers interviews
alongside talks from Ask Apprenticeships,
they enjoyed an information day on Post-16 at
STWA and we welcomed 12 employers in to
the Academy to talk about employability skills
and opportunities.
Year 9 continue with Careers research and
action planning in preparation for their option
choices

Needing career advice?
Mrs Brooke is the Careers Leader and can be found on the Maths corridor in the
Careers Office. All students have access to 1-1 careers guidance during moments of
choice such as when they are making decisions in Y9, Y11 and Y13, but Mrs Brooke is
available to speak to all students and help with their careers planning.
There are several ways to contact Mrs Brooke:
1. Ask your Student Achievement leader/ Welfare Manager or form tutor to refer
you
2. Email j.brooke@stwacademy.com
3. Speak to Mrs Brooke in her office
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Year 11 and 12 have started a mentoring
programme via an app with Brightside –
linking them to employers for 1:1 specific help
Heppsy have delivered Careers sessions to
Year 10 and 11 on Future Self and Positive
mindset
Year 10 are to attend the Doncaster Careers
Fair
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CAREERS CORNER
A warm welcome to Careers Corner—the one-stop bulletin to update members of our community at Sir Thomas
Wharton Academy about all things Careers.
Apprenticeships and Higher Education: The
Possibilities
Apprenticeships have gone through some
major changes and they offer a practical
and relevant way of learning, in a
workplace
environment
coupled
with
accredited
learning
and
recognised
qualifications. A range of abilities are
catered for, ranging from Intermediate
Level (level 2) to Degree and Higher Level
(level 4-7).
At Sir Thomas Wharton Academy, the
students
learn
about
apprenticeships
directly
from
the
experts.
ASK
(Apprenticeship Support & Knowledge)
have delivered assemblies to Y11 and Y12
students, and are working with the Y11
students in their tutor time to offer
apprenticeship workshops to help students
secure opportunities for their next stage of
learning.
Check out the website if you want to find
out more: Amazing Apprenticeships

IT'S WORTH DEBATING
A poll was published on popular social networking
site Twitter asking: "Are there more doors or wheels
in the world?".

No matter how much people argue about this topic
we will never have a definitive answer,

Over 223, 347 people voted, with a staggering 2,500
replies and 9,000 retweets and finally, the outcome was
decided. 53.6% voted wheels.
Personally, I believe there are more wheels. We have to
consider that there are wheels in clocks, televisions,
globes, shopping trolleys to name just a few. There are
also wheels on cars, bikes, scooters and trains!
Some people may think doors as we must consider
cupboard doors and the endless amount of doors in
schools, hospitals and hotels.
So what do you think: doors or wheels?

By Niamh Henderson, Year 7
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ACTIVITIES
Question 1
Which five colours make up the
Olympic rings?
Question 2
In which year was the first iPhone
released?
Question 3
What is the largest animal in the
world?
Question 4
What does IPA stand for?
Question 5
In Harry Potter, what is the name of
the Weasleys' house?
Question 6
When was
crowned?

Queen

Elizabeth

II

Question 7
Who plays Del Boy Trotter in Only
Fools and Horses?
Question 8
How many bones does a shark
have?
Question 9
Who is older: Jeremy Corbyn or
Theresa May?
Question 10
What is the smallest country in the
world?
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